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March 18, 2015

Karl B. Browning Sarah Feinberg

Commissioner Acting Administrator

Indiana Department of Transportation Federal Railroad Administration
100 N. Senate Ave., IGCN 755 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Indianapolis, IN 46204 Washington, DC 20590

Dear Commissioner Browning and Administrator Feinberg:

[ write today to support the continued service of the Hoosier State line. I was pleased to see that
the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) has announced the continuation of service
through the end of April, and I ask that INDOT and the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)
work together to continue the safe operation of the Hoosier State well beyond that time.

As you know, the Hoosier State is an important transportation option connecting Indianapolis,
Chicago, and the communities in between. Even as its future has been uncertain in recent years,
demand for the service continues, with nearly 34,000 passengers during Fiscal Year 2014. 1
regularly hear from constituents who rely on the Hoosier State, as well as from those who would
like to see the service improved and extended into southern Indiana communities and Cincinnati,
Ohio.

I know many Hoosiers support the state working to improve and expand the Hoosier State
service. | am sensitive to concerns related to employment practices and state resources that may
result from FRA policies. It also is important, however, that the state work closely with FRA to
ensure the safe operation of the Hoosier State line. I also expect FRA to continue working with
the state to address their concerns, while also ensuring that the safety of Hoosiers is not
compromised.

It is my hope that INDOT and FRA will quickly reach a resolution that will ensure the safety and
continued operation of the Hoosier State line. If I may be of assistance, please do not hesitate to
let me know. [ stand ready to assist you.

Sincerely,

)

Joe Donnelly
United States Senate

510-1406



