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The Honorable James Mattis
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Mattis:

As you work with your staff to implement the president’s order for a federal civilian
employee hiring freeze. I am writing to bring to your attention the potential unintended
consequences this order may have on the Army’s organic industrial base and specifically
my constituents working at Crane Army Ammunition Activity (CAAA) in Indiana.

A strong organic industrial base is essential to our national defense and maintaining the
readiness of our military to take on any challenge that comes our way. At CAAA.,
hundreds of Hoosiers work alongside thousands of other Department of Defense (DoD)
civilians nationwide to provide America’s fighting forces with the safe, reliable and lethal
munitions they need to accomplish their missions and come home safely. The unique
skills and superior dedication of these individuals combined with the installation’s
specialized equipment and secure facilities enables CAAA to safely and cost-effectively
produce, store, move, renovate and demilitarize conventional munitions, missiles and
related components from each of our military services. Roughly 25 percent of the
conventional munitions in the entire U.S. military inventory pass through CAAA.

Many of the DoD civilians who work at CAAA are term employees. When those terms
are renewed, these employees may be considered new hires. According to public reports,
an estimated 130 members of the CAAA workforce will have their terms expire and be
up for renewal during the 90-day hiring freeze directed by the president. | am concerned
at the uncertainty this has injected into CAAA’s mission and the lives and livelihoods of
the Hoosiers who work there.

Given the critical role that CAAA plays in support of ongoing operations, including the
fight against ISIS, I hope you will have the authority under the president’s order to
exempt these DoD civilian personnel from the hiring freeze based on their vital role in
meeting the Departments’ national security responsibilities. I ask that you inform me
when a decision has been made on this matter.



Thank you for your continued service to our nation and your leadership of DoD’s
military, civilian and contract personnel who work every day to keep our country safe.

Sincerely,

)

Joe Donnelly
United States Senator



